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Reflections on

The Grace of Giving

READINGS

Zosima is a small, pretty Filipino woman. When we met her

first she was living in one of the worst slum areas of Washington
with her husband and seven bright-eyed children who seemed as

yet untouched by the misery around them. Thelma Rutherford,

a member of our church, was the family's social worker. She

had put Zosima in touch with Dorothy Cresswell, who with

several other church members was leading a study-and-prayer
project in Zosima's neighborhood.

When it was the time of our annual Christmas party we
needed someone to serve in the kitchen with Lizzie, and Thelma

told us that Zosima needed the money and that we could count
on her to be there.

The party was just getting started in a fairyland setting of
silver and gold when Zosima arrived. Gordon greeted her at the

door and from then on she was passed warmly from person to

person with the brief explanation that she was from the South¬
west Project, which everyone knew to be the area where a little

mission group was engaged. When Dorothy arrived several

hours later she was surprised and delighted to see Zosima and
whisked her off to the second floor where there was more food

and more punch and lights and "beautiful people."

While all this went on poor Lizzie issued loud complaints
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from the kitchen. Our small efforts did not compensate for the

help that had not arrived. When we finally discovered that
Zosima was that help, we reluctantly brought her the news that
she was needed by Lizzie. To make up for it we kept dropping
in on her and generally assisting.

Thelma told us later that when Zosima got home that night,
she was so excited that she woke her husband and all the

children and with sweets left from the night had a Christmas

party for them, while she said over and over, "They really
wanted me!"

This is all that we hope to do; to build the structures which
will give the poor of our city the spirit of a party that they may
come to know Him who can change their lives, that they may

come to know that love is real and that they are wanted.

-Elizabeth O'Connor, in Call to Commitment, pp. 176-177'

* * * * *

There are a lot of problems with the "use of this money. Take
the special buildings erected to the glory of God. One of my
favorite religious places is the Cathedral of St. John the Divine
in New York. It is not yet finished, and millions of dollars

already have gone into its construction. It is absolutely magnif¬
icent, and when I wander in I am carried to a kind of ecstasy as
I see visually what is meant by the magnificence of God. Down

the hill lies Harlem in all its human misery. Granted that all
the money in the cathedral would not have solved all the

problems in Harlem, it would still have gone a long, long way
in the relief of human misery. Critics of the cathedral have
flogged its builders with that sentiment for several decades

now, pointing out that people become too attached to their
religious buildings and sink much too much money into them.
I have often concurred in such sentiments, having watched what
all pastors watch as people idolize the building and forego the
human ministries to the people that Christ called us all to carry
out.

1 Copyright  1963 by Elizabeth O'Connor.    Used by permission of Harper & Row,
Publishers, Inc.
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But before ye seek for riches, seek ye for the

kingdom of God. And after ye have obtained a hope

in Christ ye shall obtain riches, if ye seek them; and

ye will seek them for the intent to do good—to clothe

the naked, and to feed the hungry, and to liberate

the captive, and administer relief to the sick and the

afflicted (Jacob 2:18-19)

Motivated by the tenets of their faith, the Mormons have

developed a Church Welfare Plan so extensive and effective

that they are able to assist any of their people in need wherever

they may be.

—James A. Knight, in For the Love of Money, p. 138'

Hi   *  *   Hi   «

There is joy in giving
when no restraint is used

there is growth in giving

when sacrifice is made

there is worship in giving

when God is praised

there is love in giving

when "others" is the theme

there is freedom in giving
when self is dethroned

there is security in giving
when eternal treasure is stored

there is honesty in giving
when selfish intent loses its charm

there is power in giving

when the purse no longer corrupts

there is an example for giving

in the God who gave

the best He had

Lois Shank Hertzler2

! Copyright © 1968 by J. B. Lippincott Company. Used by permission of Lippincott-
Harper Company.

'Used by permission of Loel Publishers.
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' iSv,'S5i^iv,'^'u

what we have. to. give, gladly, and receive graciously, remem¬

bering how freely ;ydu are giving to us. In the name of Jesus
Christ, our Lord; savior and friend, I pray____

Silent prayer

189

NEATPAGEINFO:id=AA35E21C-B294-4898-8B82-D8D9D2ACA566



NEATPAGEINFO:id=D880A0AD-C0D4-4514-9762-F1F237DB14BA



BAUMAN BIBLE TELECASTS, INC.

Officers, TV Production Staff

and Office Staff

Dr. Edward W. Bauman

Audree M. Bauman

Jean N. Belnap
Louise Brown

Anne J. Heenan

John Hendricks

Lois S. Hertzler

Robert Hurley

Dorothy R. Johnson
Elsie C. Karo

Jean B. MacArthur

Dan S. Martin

Jane B. Moncure

Mafalda Popovich

Sally Saunders
Carolee J. Ward

Instructor

President

Executive Vice President

List Maintenance

Accounting Assistant

Executive Consultant

Vice President for

Distribution and Sales

Film Library
Assistant Producer

Producer

Editor

Film Library

Secretary

Administrative Assistant for

Distribution

Accounting

Secretary

Thomas B. Cookerly

Sylvia Cordy

Carol Myers
William Cosmas

Mike Albro

WJLA-TV

President and General Manager

Public Affairs and Special Projects
Director

Program Director
Executive Producer

Director

191

NEATPAGEINFO:id=2D572984-3A31-40AD-9F91-BA32406F707B



NEATPAGEINFO:id=89787A3E-21B6-42D0-87D8-ABC1A6CAEBBA




