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All Things in Common
Acts 2:43-47

Acts 4:32-35

INTRODUCTION

We have been emphasizing the importance of the union with

God made possible through the coming of Jesus Christ. In
essenge this union is a relationship between ourselves as individ¬
uals and God, but to our amazement we discover that as we

enter into it, we are at the same time drawn into a life-

enhancing relationship with other persons. When we are "born

again," we find that we have been born into a new family, a
new community of love.

The deeper we enter into this fellowship of life-sharing, the

more we experience it as a gift of sheer grace. There is nothing
we have done, nothing we can do, to bring such a community
into existence. It is not something we create or bring into

being, but a community into which we are drawn through our
life in Christ. We understand that it is the means God has

provided to nourish us in our new life with him and the means
he uses to call others into this same abundant life.

Opportunity for life-sharing fellowship with other Christians

in this faith community is one of God's richest gifts. The ex¬

perience is unlike anything we have learned to expect from our

usual associations with others, because Christian community

is grounded in the love of God for his people and in the agape
love which the people express for one another.   We discover
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a traditional Jewish holiday. Suddenly they experienced the

living presence of God in such an overwhelming way they could

not find adequate words to describe it. They said it was like the

rush of a mighty wind and like tongues of flame. Some of the

disciples were so caught up in the ecstatic atmosphere of the

event they began to speak in other tongues, "as the Spirit gave
them utterance."

The "Spirit" is the most prominent reality in the Acts of

the Apostles. There are only eighteen references to the Spirit

in Matthew and Mark combined, but Luke uses the term nearly

sixty times in the book of Acts alone. The Spirit was "poured

out" on some disciples, while others were "filled" with it. The

Spirit "instructed" Peter, "caught up" Philip, told Paul and

Timothy when and where to preach, and guided the selection of

apostles. This vivid awareness of the Spirit, the living presence

of God. helps to explain the sense of joy, power, and vitality

so evident in Luke's history of the early church.

Following the coming of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost,

Peter was questioned about the event. The sermon he preached

in reply is very important because it shows us how the early

Christians tried to communicate their experience of Christ to

the world. Peter begins with references to the promises of God

in the Old Testament. Then he shows how Christ, especially

through his crucifixion and resurrection, is the fulfillment of

these promises. He concludes, "Let all the house of Israel

therefore know assuredly that God made him both Lord and

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." (Acts 2:36) When

asked what to do about it, Peter replies: "Repent, and be

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the

forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the

Holy Spirit." (Acts 2:38)

This event marked an important stage in the creation of the

Christian community. Different answers have been given to the

question, "When did the church begin?" Some trace it to the

calling of the twelve disciples. (Luke 6:12-16) Others believe it

began with the experience of the disciples on the road to

Caesarea Philippi when Jesus asked them who he was.   (Matt.
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so vitally linked together that they call themselves the body of
Christ. Each member performs a particular function, but each

needs the others in order to live. As Paul points out, the

members of the body are so closely joined together that "if

one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is

honored, all rejoice together." (1 Cor. 12:36) There is ample

evidence throughout the New Testament of the peace and joy

felt by these early Christains as they entered into creative life-
sharing in this koinonia of the Holy Spirit.

Luke's summary of the church's life in Acts 2:43-47 and

4:32-35 reveals the intensity of this unique life-sharing. The

disciples felt so close to one another they even shared their

wealth and possessions! Luke tells us that after the experience

at Pentecost, "All who believed were together and had all things

in common; and they sold their possessions and goods and

distributed them to all, as any had need." (2:44-45)

Two chapters later, the disciples have had another over¬

whelming experience of God's presence as the Holy Spirit.
(Acts 4:23-31) Luke concludes his description of the event

with this summary: "Now the company of those who believed

were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the

things which he possessed was his own, but they had everything

in common . . . .There was not a needy person among them,

for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them,

and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the

apostles' feet; and distribution was made to each as any had
need." (Acts 4:32,34-35)

In order to understand what Luke is describing in these

passages, we need to know that this is not communism as we

know it today. In fact it is just the opposite of the atheistic all-

embracing political and economic system we have experienced

as communism in today's world. In the early church private
property was not formally abolished nor was the sharing of

goods required as a condition of entrance into the church. The

material sharing of goods was a voluntary expression of the love

which the members were feeling for one another as a result of

their life together in the Spirit.
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