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Reflections on

Love and Justice

READINGS

The direction I chose to go in led me to programs which

aided the poor and the blacks. This may have been a sort of
"noblesse oblige," although I hope not. It may have been a

channel for me to express a personal anger in the milieu of the

justifiable anger of the oppressed. It may have been wanting to

save the world, instead of myself, or, most likely, wanting to be

useful and helpful. In spite of the bad name "doing good" has
gotten, I, like a lot of other people, want to do good-to do

something that will make a difference. Whatever the motivation,

the jobs gave me an education about some facts of life that

money had sheltered me from. I do not, for example, roman¬

ticize or even like poverty, for myself or anyone else. People
who have, money often think that it is the fault of poor people

that they are poor. I would say it is probably more our fault:

"our" in this instance meaning the haves. I also found that

people are people; money isn't everything, but that's easier to

say when you have it.

I have felt a conflict when working with or talking to people

who have much less money than I do, a reaction felt by any

reasonably sensitive American travelling in a very poor area. I

am aware of the huge difference between the way I spend a
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dollar and the way some others have to scrape to earn it. I am
also, of course, aware of the resentment I create. In fact, I

can understand, although I don't condone, the isolation of
richer people from much poorer people.

But the discomfort does not come merely from a fear of

being disliked, nor just from a feeling of guilt about having
more money, but from an unwillingness to part with much of it.

The problem, obviously, would not exist if I were to give all
my money away. I don't, because I know it wouldn't make any
difference. I also don't because I don't want to.

-Michael Phillips, in The Seven Laws of Money, pp. 96-97'

Deep in the spirit
one must believe

deep in the silence
one must listen

deep in the pocket
one must reach

if wrongs are to be righted

and oppression annihilated

for eloquent words
and fearless statements

will not cure injustice

unless coupled with action

Lois Shank Hertzler2

In 1967 doctors involved in a study of domestic hunger spon¬
sored by the Field Foundation reported to Congress that chil¬
dren they had encountered in this country were ". .. suffering
from hunger and disease, and directly or indirectly, they are
dying from them-which is exactly what 'starvation' means."

Copyright © 1974 by Michael Phillips. Reprinted by permission of Random House,
Inc. and Word Wheel Books.

Used by permission of Loel Publishers.
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for all, but because they do not possess the commodity which
gains access to food or food production-money.

-Rod Medley, in "Domestic Poverty and Hunger"

He   :£   i|c   «  g|c

Remembering that affluence can be as dehumanizing as

poverty, and that many poor as well as well-to-do are seriously
impaired or unable to deal with money responsibly and cre¬
atively, I need to also realize that affluence allows a person to

distance him/herself from others, thus making continuing
illusions not only possible, but attractive. Poverty does not
allow for this luxury quite as easily. I need to ask myself the

following questions about the giving of money.
1. Will it be creative and helpful, or possibly harmful?
2. What amount is right for them to receive and me to give?
3. What other sources of income do they have, can they get,

and should they get from others, such as constituent members,
which may suggest I give elsewhere?

4. What is their overall budget? What percentage should I

give to help them be aware of the importance of broadening
the base of support so they do not become dependent on one or
two major sources? At the same time, can I be wise and free

enough to give at times where little expertise or experience
in receiving money is evident?

5. What is their tax-exemption status, integrity, evidence of
accountability? Hopefully I'm not locked into giving only for
tax benefits. Occasionally many valuable gifts are given
where no tax exemption is possible or needed.

6. What is the prospect of this being a one-time gift or an
annual repeat gift if needed? If I know, it is helpful for the
recipient  to know which it is.

7. While it is important to look at the track record, there
are cases where the great part of my gift will be in the risk I
joyously take where there is no track record or a poor one.

Used by permission of the author.
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MEDITATION

"He has showed you, O man, what is good; and what does

the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God? " (Micah 6:8)

Ever-present Christ Spirit, I center my thoughts on you,

visualizing you here and now. The activity that occupies my

mind is slowly stilled, and it is filled with clear, vibrant life.

Quiet

I know that you will teach all who ask you. I humbly ask

you to work in and through me to accomplish your purposes.

Let me oppose injustice with courage, firmness and vision. Let

the compassion I feel for those who suffer, and my anger at

those who appear to be responsible, be channeled for good.

Help me to know that I can make a difference to my friends,

family and community. Work through all people to build your

kingdom of love. I pray now for the victims and perpetrators

of injustice, and for the structures of society that perpetuate

destructive, dehumanizing practices. Lord, help us all to

realize what we are doing to ourselves and others, and what we

could be doing for them instead.

Personal prayer

Thank you for all those who have acted in great or small

ways to correct oppression throughout the centuries. Thank

you for the power of love which can grow within us, and enable

us to know and do your will. Thank you for courage and

justice and kindness and truth. May these qualities of spirit

increase in my heart, and in all persons everywhere.
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